MISSISSIPPI LEADERSHIP COUNCIL ON AGING (MLCOA)
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
March 11th, 2026 | 10:30 A.M.

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sheriff Randy M. Tolar, who welcomed all participants. He noted that this was the first in-person meeting since COVID-19 and expressed appreciation for everyone’s attendance.

Invocation
The invocation was delivered by Board Member Leyser Hayes.

Roll Call
Roll call was conducted by Director Carla Taylor. Members present were:
· Sheriff Randy M. Tolar, Chairman 
· Carla Taylor, Director 
· Tawni Basden (representing Josh Bromen) 
· Elsie Cowart (via telephone) 
· Barbara Douglas 
· Leyser Hayes 
· Sheriff Will March 
· Patricia Nelson 
· Kenyada Blake-Washington 
· Melinda Bertucci 
Special Guest: Trish Bosarge

Guest Presentation
Trish Bosarge with the Mississippi Associates Program (MAP) Division of Mississippi Bureau of Investigation provided an overview of her role and discussed services available to support senior citizens. She expressed interest in establishing a collaborative relationship with MLCOA.
Melinda Bertucci and Kenyada Blake-Washington also discussed partnerships between their respective organizations and senior citizens.

Discussion Items
The Board engaged in an in-depth discussion regarding scams targeting senior citizens. Melinda Bertucci highlighted House Bill 1625, which addresses regulations concerning kiosks and Bitcoin transactions to help protect citizens.

Approval of Minutes
The previous Board meeting minutes were presented for review.
· Motion to approve: Melinda Bertucci 
· Second: Leyser Hayes 
· Motion carried 

Financial Report
The Financial Report was presented for review.
· Motion to approve: Sheriff Will March 
· Second: Kenyada Blake-Washington 
· Motion carried 

Old Business
· Director Carla Taylor reported that MLCOA currently has 26 grantees and reminded members that all grants must be closed out by the end of March. 
· Chairman Tolar shared that MLCOA previously supported over 50 active TRIAD programs statewide; however, funding reductions have impacted operations. 
· A link to the Department of Public Safety website is now available. 
Director Taylor also informed the Board that MLCOA was nearly dissolved during a legislative review of inactive boards. Melinda Bertucci identified the issue and, along with Chairman Tolar, worked with Senator Daniel Sparks to have MLCOA removed from the proposed legislation. The Board expressed appreciation for their efforts.
It was further noted that MLCOA must remain compliant with Department of Finance and Administration (DFA) transparency requirements by posting Board meeting minutes online. Director Taylor confirmed compliance with this requirement.

Staff Report
Director Taylor reported that operations are progressing well. She also noted that she received a salary increase and expressed appreciation to Josh Bromen.
Additional updates included:
· Upcoming grant proposals for the next fiscal year will be distributed soon. 
· The grant application process is now available online. 
· MLCOA offices are relocating to:
209 Allen Stuart Drive, Pearl, MS 39208 

New Business
· The next Board meeting is scheduled for June 10, 2026, at 10:30 A.M. 
· Sheriff March inquired about new approved purchase items. Director Taylor confirmed that fire blankets and emergency kits have been added. 

Adjournment
· Motion to adjourn: Melinda Bertucci 
· Second: Sheriff Will March 
· Meeting adjourned 

